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Published: Tuesday, September 15, 1992
Aug. 25: In an interview in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), Clara Munio, spokesperson for
a coalition of Haitian human rights groups, said repression has drastically increased since the Sept.
30 coup and that the human rights situation is now worse than during the Duvalier dictatorship.
Aug. 26: The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that the US Coast Guard
intercepted a total of 38,315 Haitians fleeing their country during the first seven months of 1992.
The large majority were taken to the refugee camps at the US naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba.
The US Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) classified 11,617 of the refugees as potentially
qualifying for political asylum. Of these, 11,223 were taken to the US for further interviews.
The remainder were either found to carry the Human Immuno-deficiency Virus (HIV), or were
dependents of such refugees. Aug. 27: Organization of American States (OAS) chief Joao Baena
Soares invited deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide and Prime Minister Marc Bazin to send
representatives to a new round of talks Sept. 1 in Washington. Baena Soares, who headed an OAS
special delegation to Haiti the previous week, said any negotiated solution would have to be backed
by the military. Baena Soares added that the trade embargo imposed on Haiti in October 1991 "has
not been very firm " and "has not produced the desired results," but maintained he was "sure
and optimistic" a solution to the stalemate can be found. Aristide has refused to recognize Bazin's
government, has rejected previous offers to negotiate with him and says any talks should be held
in Haiti. Next, Baena Soares expressed the desire to install the special civilian peace mission on
Haiti created Oct. 8, called OAS-DEMOC, in Port-au-Prince to "facilitate the reestablishment and
strengthening of democratic institutions and respect for the constitution and human rights...and
to create an environment propitious for holding elections." OAS offers to send the mission have
been repeatedly rejected by Haitian government authorities who see it as an intervention in their
domestic affairs. Immediately following news of the OAS offer to mediate a new round of talks
in Washington, the State Department issued a press release calling on both Aristide and Bazin to
appoint representatives with the authority to "negotiate concrete steps" for resolving the crisis.
Sept. 1: Bazin's Foreign Minister Francois Benoit and priest Antoine Adrien, president of a special
negotiating commission appointed by Aristide, began two days of talks with OAS officials in
Washington. Several hundred Haitians protested outside the OAS, where the meetings were held,
demanding Aristide be returned to power. Sept. 2: Bazin told reporters the Washington talks "are
aimed exclusively at preparing the date, place, form and issues" for direct negotiations between
himself and Aristide, which he termed "inevitable." According to a new report by the New Yorkbased Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, the situation in Haiti has become a "human rights
nightmare where the most fundamental freedoms are violated and where the violators enjoy virtual
impunity." The Lawyers Committee recommended that, given the systematic and gross human
rights violations, the Bush administration should immediately revoke the President's May 24, 1992,
executive order requiring the Coast Guard to return all Haitian refugees picked up on the high seas
without first determining whether they have plausible claim for political asylum. The Committee
also recommended the United Nations implement an embargo on trade with Haiti, binding on all
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UN member nations. The Lawyers Committee report is based on results of a 10-day fact-finding
mission which visited Haiti in May 1992 and on reports received from human rights monitors within
the country. The report indicates the level of human rights violations has not decreased with the
appointment of the Bazin government in June. The Human Rights Platform, a coalition of Haitian
human rights and opposition organizations cited in the report, claims to have documented 1,021
extrajudicial executions by the Haitian military or their civilian assistants between October 1991
and August 1992. The Platform estimates that the actual number of such executions since the coup
is closer to 3,000. Sept. 3: INS spokesperson Duke Austin said the US waived a regulation barring
HIV-positive foreigners from entering the country to admit three Haitians who will receive medical
treatment. The three, including a three- month-old infant, could not be treated at the Guantanamo
refugee camp where nearly 300 Haitians, many suffering from Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS), are held. They were among those the INS originally determined to be eligible for
asylum, but have been barred from entering the US because of their illness. In Washington, Adrien
told reporters Aristide wants the OAS to send the OAS-DEMOC mission to Haiti to establish the
security conditions necessary for his return to the country, hopefully before Sept. 30, the anniversary
of his overthrow. Adrien said Aristide doubts the usefulness of negotiating with Bazin, who he feels
has no real power. Adrien continues to meet with Foreign Minister Benoit in what he said were "not
negotiations, but rather extended conversations." Sept. 5: Diplomats participating in the Washington
meetings between Benoit and Adrien said that no agreements were reached on further negotiations
or the sending of an OAS special mission to Haiti. Sept. 9: In Washington, about 1,000 demonstrators
gathered outside the White House demanding an end to the policy of immediate repatriation of
Haitian refugees and calling for Aristide's return to power. Sept. 10: Benoit told reporters in Port-auPrince that the government has agreed to having 18 members of the OAS- DEMOC mission monitor
violence and human rights in the country. The observers, two for each of Haiti's nine departments,
will also "cooperate in the distribution of humanitarian aid and in the search for a solution to
the political crisis." In Caracas, Aristide said that Bazin could serve again as Prime Minister if he
would resign immediately and submit his name for consideration by the constitutional president
(Aristide). He said he recognizes the need for continued dialogue in order to install "a prime
minister that is neither from my camp nor from that of the criminals who overthrew me, but rather
[who represents] the opposition." He added he would be willing to consider Bazin among other
opposition candidates. Next, Aristide said he would not be willing to meet with Bazin to negotiate an
end to the country's political crisis. [Sources: Notimex, 08/26/92; Associated Press, 08/27/92; Chinese
news service Xinhua, 08/28/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 08/28/92; Haiti Info (Haiti), 08/31/92; Reuter,
09/02/92; Inter Press Service, 08/21/92, 09/01/92, 09/03/92; Radio Havana Cuba (Cuba), 08/25/92,
09/04/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/26-28/92, 08/31-09/03/92, 09/05/92, 09/09/92, 09/10/92]
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